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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 
Gerard Alberts studied mathematics and philosophy in Amsterdam before special- 
izing in history of mathematics and history of computing. He is currently coordina- 
tor for "science and society" at the Catholic University of Nijinegen. His Zij 
mogen uiteraard daarbij de zuivere wiskunde nict verwaarloozen (1987) places 
the rise of mathematical research in the context of the culture of industrialization 
in the 1950's. Like most mathematics students in the Netherlands, he was brought 
up historically on Struik's A Concise History of Mathematics. Nevertheless, it 
was only later, after eading Yankee Science in the Making, that he came to realize 
how deeply he had been influenced by Struik's idea of how certain types of 
mathematics flourish in different cultures. 
Lorraine Daston is Professor of History and History of Science at the University 
of Chicago. She is the author of Classical Probability in the Enlightenment 
(Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1988) and of several recent articles on the 
history of scientific objectivity, including "Objectivity and the Escape from Per- 
spective," Social Studies of Science 22 (1992); 597-618. As a graduate student 
she was very fortunate in being able to study informally with Dirk Struik, who 
seemed to her the closest approximation to omniscience in human form. 
Paulus Gerdes is currently Professor of Mathematics (Ethnomathematics and 
History of Mathematics) at Mozambique's Instituto Superior Pedagfgico (ISP), 
where he has served as Rector since 1989. From 1976 to 1989 he lectured at the 
Eduardo Mondlane University in Maputo (Mozambique). Since 1986 he has been 
the Chairman of the African Mathematical Union Commission on the History of 
Mathematics in Africa (AMUCHMA) and editor of its newsletter. The author of 
some 100 papers dealing with ethnomathematics, history of mathematics, and 
mathematics education, he has written, coauthored, and edited 15 books, the 
latest being Sona Geometry: Reflections on the Tradition of Sand Drawing in 
Africa South of the Equator (ISP, Maputo, 3 vols., 1993/1994) and Sipatsi: Technol- 
ogy, Art and Geometry in Inhambane (coauthor Gildo Bulafo, ISP, 1994). Ever 
since his student days Dirk Struik's books and papers have stimulated his reflec- 
tions on mathematics and its history and sociology. Later followed Dirk's letters, 
full of encouragement and interest in ethnomathematics and the history of mathe- 
matics in Africa. At last, in February 1993, he had the chance to meet Dirk and 
the honor of staying at his house and going with him to several scientific and social 
events in the Boston area. 
John McCleary is Professor of Mathematics atVassar College. His research inter- 
ests are algebraic topology and the history of geometry and topology. His study 
of the development of differential geometry led to the book Geometry from a 
Differentiable Viewpoint, an undertaking that began with Struik's classic papers 
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in Isis (1933-1934) and his Lectures on Classical Differential Geometry. Dirk's 
contributions to the development of differential geometry and to the exposition 
of its history are some of our most valuable guides to understanding this rich and 
exciting topic. 
Reinhard Siegmund-Schultze is a historian of mathematics in Berlin. He has been 
working on the history of functional analysis, on Weierstrass, and on the social 
history of mathematics in Nazi Germany. His publications include Mathematische 
Berichterstattung in Hitlerdeutschland (G6ttingen, 1993). He is currently writing 
a book on German-American mathematical relations between the World Wars. 
As a citizen of the former German Democratic Republic, he became aware early 
of Dirk Struik's keen interest in the promising development of the historiography 
of mathematics in that country. When he got to know Professor Struik personally 
in 1991, he was struck by his undiminished sagacity and moved by his readiness 
to help and his concern about he future of the history of science in the now united 
Germany. 
